[The pharmaceutical industry under discussion].
The criticism of the pharmaceutical industry is growing while the confidence of the general population seems to be decreasing. The industry functions on the boundary between two worlds: the world of healthcare as a social system and that of a worldwide competitive industry providing employment to nearly 600,000 people in Europe. The two worlds are connected by clinicians who are engaged in the development of new drugs. The conflict between making a profit and providing care also exists in healthcare and science. The criticism should be taken seriously. The solution lies in the ability of the industry to purify itself and not in a new role for government or new regulations.